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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Embodiment I in the reply filed on 
December 6, 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the grounds that there is not 
serious burden on the examiner and that the classification and field of search for the two 
species is the same. This is not found persuasive because applicant has argued 
election between inventions, however, the election in this particular application/action is 
for election of species so these arguments are deemed moot. In addition, there is 
serious burden on the examiner because the two species are directed to different 
subject matter and as such require extra effort and extra searching. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. Claim 3 is withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. 

3. Claim 10 is objected to because "cells" found in line 2 of claim 10 is 
incorrect. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In lines 5-6 of claim 10, "electric conductivity measuring means" is repeated and 
thus this portion of the claim is unclear. 
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In line 7 of claim 10, the expression "ion exchange resin filter" does not find 
proper antecedent basis. 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 , 2, 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Fuji-JP-09-231990. (Fuji) 

Reference is made to the English language abstract to Fuji along with the 
machine translation of this document. Fuji discloses a circulating supply water system 
for a fuel cell that includes a pump and ion exchange filters that clean the water therein 
and which further includes an electric conductivity sensor indicating when the electric 
conductivity exceeds a certain level, the filters require renewal. The claimed 
predetermined time is when the electric conductivity exceeds such a level. In addition, 
the steps in claims 4-8 are inherently met by the teachings of Fuji. For example, the 
initial electric conductivity in claim 4 is met by the initial electric conductivity in Fuji 
before the pump therein is started. With regard to claim 5, a steady-state of electric 
conductivity is not reached because the same is constantly changing, and so forth. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Uozumi is the patent issued on the publication thereof cited on the PTO-1449 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John S. Maples whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1287. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:15-3:45, 
and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



and Nakamura et al. show extending the life of an ion exchange resin in the fuel cell 



system. 
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